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Introduction

Origine de mon intérét pour les
rapports entre géographie et litterature
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Le roman comme document géographique

Lecture littérale des lieux et des paysages dans la littérature

Séparer les faits de la fiction

Complément a une géographie régionale ou a une geographie des
paysages culturels




Le roman comme document géographique

Thomas Hardy geographe regionaliste

THE REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY OF
THOMAS HARDY’S WESS

H. C. DARBY

NE of the main features in the development of modern geographi
thought has been the increasing importance attached to the idea
the region. But the regional approach has not been the monopol

of academic geographers. On the contrary, it seems to have been an eleme]
of the mental climate of the years since the middle of the nineteenth centur]
which has manifested itself in a variety of ways—political, economic, c
tural.' One expression has been the rise of the regional novel as a litera
form. In France, for instance, where there is an immense literature deali
with the political and philosophical aspects of regionalism, there has been)
great outpouring of regional novels; and from France, too, have come sor
of the most outstanding studics in regional geography

In England, it is possible to go.back beyond the middle nineteen)
century in the search for the origins of this literary form. Sir Walter Scot
historical novels are full of local color and fecling for country. Many
them can perhaps be described as historical novels with a topographi
basis. But it is not until the time of Thomas Hardy that the topographi
novel canebe said to have become the regional novel in England. Hardy
first Wessex novel appeared in 1871, and since then the novel of localit,
become a feature of the literature of England. The regional novels di
greatly in scope and in treatment, but all, or almost all, have one thing
common. The theme underlying the delineation of their characters is m{

nd his work on the land; and the story unfolds through the medium of ¢
everyday life of a locality. To this extent they cannot fail to be of interest
the geographer, who is inevitably reminded of the dictum of Jean Brunh
“Man comes into relations with the natural environments through facts
labor, through the house he builds, the road he travels, the field he cultivat
the quarry he works, ctc
TuE WESSEX COUNTRY

Hardy has himself told us how-his country of Wessex came into beir

He first used the 1 ar from the Madding Crowd

+ Some aspects of this general regional consciousness have already been dealt with in a paper
1. 1939, pp. 68

profssr of geography in the Uniersiey of Liverpool and author
is now working on the Domesday aphy nd

DORSET

Location and drainage map of Dorset. The co
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SIMPLIFIED GEOLOGICAL MAP

plified geological map of Dorset. Key

rast between the drainage of the claylands

agshot Sands (Tertiary): 3.
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H.C. Darby compare la description du Wessex (fictif) par Hardy (1840-1928) aux
comtés « réels » du Dorset:

THE RELIEF
OF DORSET
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Fic. 3—Relief and main regions of Dorset

1. The Chalk Upland. The undulating upland is bordered on the north by an escarpment rising
to more than Sco feet that overlooks the Vale of Blackmoor. The dip slope descends south-
castward until it is covered by the Tertiary deposits of the heathlands. The farming of the light
soils in the mid-ninetcenth century was characterized by James Caird as “the breeding of
sheep, and the folding of them to enrich the ground for the production of com.” Turnips and
swedes are important in the rotation system.

1L The Vale of Blackmoor. This is damp, well-watered clayland, marshy in places. Louis H.
Rucgg summarized s cconomy in 185s: *“The vale is mainly confined to the rearing and graz-
ing of beasts, and to dairy husbandry.” At one time the heavy clays supported dense wood,
but this has almost entirely dissppeared.

L. The Heathlands and Heathland Valleys. Tertiary sands, gravels, and clays constitute an area
of poor soils and little agriculture. Despite afforestation and some expansion of the cultivated
areas, large tracts still remain in heather and gorse.
The valleys of the Frome, the Piddle, and the Stour relieve the barren heathlands. The
ally irrigated water meadows support a distinctive cconomy based on dairying, at its
tion in the eighteenth century, still important in the middle of the nincteenth,
and not akogether goue todsy,

IV. The e of Purbeck. This egion, conssing of a chalk rdge n the norch separated by a clay
vale from a southern ridge of Portland and Purbeck beds (mainly limeston

by its semi-insular character, and the regional name, “sle of Purbeck,

a mixture of arable and grasshand

V. Western Dorset. This is mainly hilly chayland, but the relief is varied, and the soil ranges
from heavy chy tolight sand. Arable and pasture predominate in different localities, but William
Marshall in 1796 described it as being from “time immemorial a Dairy District.

Darby, H.C., 1948, « The regional geography of Thomas Hardy’s
Wessex », The geographical Review, n° 38, p. 426-443.




*em=="Le roman et I'expérience des lieux

Le roman est concu comme

une transcription de I’expérience des lieux

une interprétation du sens des lieux ou de I'espace vécu

C’est le rapport subjectif a 'espace et aux lieux qui importe.




Le roman et ’'expérience des lieux

emm-- Gustave Flaubert : géographe de I'espace vecu

Armand Frémont analyse I'espace vécu dans un conte de Flaubert (1821-1880),
Un cceur simple

ETUDES

Gustave Flaubert

Patrimoine

m @mmmm@% & peopen it Un Conr Simpls
Revee trimestrietle | .
R A propos d’Un Ceeur Simple

Classiques

Ecrivains normands
et leur terroir

Numéro Spécial du XXX* Anniversaire

Frémont, A., 1981, « Flaubert géographe. A propos d’Un cceur simple », Etudes
Normandes, n°1, p. 49-64.




Reflet des conditions de production

La littérature est concue comme un discours idéologique qui thématise les
rapports de pouvoir entre les groupes

Justice sociale et spatiale dans le roman

Lecture plus sociologique ou politique




Reflet des conditions de production

@ - Honoré de Balzac: cartographe de la modernite

i

5 !
David Harvey analyse le Paris de (;\L 1\111{“13' |

Balzac (1799-1850) dans la Comédie | MODERNITY
humaine.
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Harvey, D., (2003) Paris, Capital of Modernity. London, Routledge.
Harvey, D., (2012) Paris, capitale de la modernite, Paris, Les Prairies ordinaires.




Un contrepoint a I'histoire des idées géographiques

Histoire parallele de la géographie et de la littérature
Ecrivains de la Renaissance et les grandes explorations
Theme régional dans la littérature francaise

Jules Verne et la géographie




Un contrepoint a 'histoire des idées géographiques

- Jyles Verne et la géographie

Lionel Dupuy: Jules Verne (1828- 1905) et la géographie francaise au XIX¢ siecle

Références directes aux fréres Arago dans les Voyages extraordinaires

références
De la Terre 4 la Lune 1865
Voyages et aventures du capitaine Hatteras 1866

« Jaitoutes les couvres dEiisse Reclus - ai une oo | |5

Autour de la Lune 1870 | 1]

grande admiration pour Elisée Reclus — et tout Q;r;‘;‘l’{srzsag?lt,r:;;5;5:;;:;/15 trois e -
A Le Pays des fi 1873
Arago » (Verne, en 1894, cité par Dupuy, 2011, o S Te T
1882 | 2 |
P 230) Clovis Dardentor 1896 | 5 |
) )

Références directes a Elisée Reclus dans les Voyages extraordinaires

références
Mathias Sandorf 1885

Sans dessus dessous

Le Chateau des Carpathes

N [=] W
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1
Claudius Bombarnac 1
Llle a hélice
Le Sphinx des glaces
| Le Superbe Orénoque [ 1898 | 8 |
| Le Testament d'un excentrique [ 1899 | 6 |
Boursesdevoysge | 1003 | 4 |

4
29

Dupuy, Lionel (2011) « Jules Verne et la géographie frangaise de la deuxiéme moitié du
XIXe siecle ». Annales de géographie, (679): 232




Des Romans-geographes:

Explorer ce que « seul le roman peut explorer » (Kundera)

- | geographie olfactive dans Le Parfum de Patrick Suskind

Marc BROSSEAU

DES ROMANS-GEOGRAPHES
Essai




Littérature et géographies culturelles contemporaines

Un champ foisonnant...

LITERARY
GEOGRAPHY

Sheila Hones
.

Terra erotica
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Hermann
Hesse

U« BUREAL

Sous la direction de

PAUL ARNOULD
s Géographie
de la nuit Les géographies
« Les lieux que nous ‘ e de Tlﬂtlﬂ o
avons connus... » R M O ntrea I

et la métropolisation

Henri Desbois
Philippe Gervaislambony

® 'HEXAGONE

The Routledge Handbook of
Literary Geographies

CNRS EDITIONS 1 »c1




Littérature et géographies culturelles contemporaines

e UnN champ foisonnant...

Un champ normalisé

v La géographie littéraire est désormais intégrée aux manuels de géographie
culturelle.

Un champ pluriel

V' Types de littérature : roman réaliste, litterature populaire, littérature juvénile,
science-fiction, polar, récits de voyage, poésie, bande dessinée etc.

Nouveaux themes : genre, identités, appartenances nationales, sexualité,
criminalité, changements climatiques, impossibilité ou difficulté de la

représentation etc.

Intensification des échanges interdisciplinaires (critique littéraire, sociologie,
cultural studies, histoire du livre etc.
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Une premiere synthese en
francais...
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